
narrative summary for cement creek
Robert Myers  to: Sabrina Forrest 10/13/2011 07:51 AM

From:

To:

Robert Myers/DC/USEPA/US

I made couple editorial suggestions, where I thought things were a little repetitious or too technical/HRSish

.  
Please look at; if you prefer the original, that's ok, too.  But I think we need to either say something more
about 308 of water or say something like the contaminants listed under the water program.
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( Site Location:

The Upper Cement Creek site (the Site) is located within the (Las) Animas Mining District in a rugged mountainous region of southwestern Colorado. The Site is comprised of mine sources and mining impacted areas at elevations ranging from about 10,000 feet to 11,600 feet above mean sea level along upper Cement Creek and the North Fork of Cement Creek. Cement Creek flows approximately 7 miles to its confluence with the Animas River at Silverton, in San Juan County, Colorado. 


( Site History:

Mining took place between 1890 and 1991 in the mining district. In 1978, Lake Emma drained into the mines, through the American Tunnel, and into Cement Creek. A 10-foot wall of water transported a large quantity of tailings and other mine waste down Cement Creek to the Animas River.  The largest mine in the area was the Sunnyside Mine, which closed in 1991 and completed required reclamation by 2006. Bulk heads were placed in the American Tunnel in 1996, 2001, and 2002, and water treatment ceased in 2004. Since bulkheading, increased flows and metals loads have been observed at several upgradient mines. Lack of water treatment has also led to  deteriorating water quality in the Animas River. 

( Site Contamination/Contaminants:

Site contaminants include elevated arsenic, cadmium, copper, lead, manganese, and zinc in mine waste piles. Aluminum and iron are noted as arising from predominantly natural sources. Contaminants in the Site’s mine discharges include cadmium, copper, lead, manganese, and zinc.  


( Potential Impacts on Surrounding Community/Environment:

Several mine waste rock piles and associated low pH, metals-laden drainages impact a 2-mile stretch of upper Cement Creek and the North Fork of Cement Creek, which then flows 7 miles to the town of Silverton, Colorado. Releases are impacting wetlands and sensitive environments along Cement Creek and Animas River water quality and fisheries. The Cement Creek drainage area comprises about 21 square miles.  Cement Creek was listed on Colorado’s 1998 303(d) list for aluminum, cadmium, copper, iron, and lead. The Animas River downstream of Cement Creek was listed on Colorado’s 1998 303(d) list for zinc. EPA sampling indicates that elevated cadmium, copper, manganese, and zinc levels in the Animas are attributable, in part, to Cement Creek sources. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and US Forest Service (USFS) administer around 86% of the land in San Juan County. The BLM is responsible for the American Tunnel discharge and a small portion of the Grand Mogul waste pile. Drainage from the BLM-managed lands impacts private lands and Cement Creek. Downstream USFS parcels could be impacted by the Site. 

( Response Activities (to date):

No other cleanup approaches have been used; however, there is an EPA Removal Assessment ongoing at the Red & Bonita mine. 

( Need for NPL Listing:

Superfund resources are needed to support comprehensive cleanup of heavy metal contamination from mine sources/discharges that are impacting federally-managed lands and privately held lands. These sources of metals-contaminated soils and water threaten visitors and residents who visit the mine sites, as well as downstream wetlands and fisheries. This area is not appropriate for remediation using CWA 319 grants or Good Samaritan efforts due to the presence of federal and private lands . Additionally, it would take numerous removal actions likely exceeding EPA’s 12-month/$2 Million dollar threshold to address the issues comprehensively. 

[The description of the site (release) is based on information available at the time the site was evaluated with the HRS. The description may change as additional information is gathered on the sources and extent of contamination.]

For more information about the hazardous substances identified in this narrative summary, including general information regarding the effects of exposure to these substances on human health, please see the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) ToxFAQs. ATSDR ToxFAQs can be found on the Internet at http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.html or by telephone at 1-888-42-ATSDR or 1-888-422-8737.




